
The Michigan Competitive Fuels Act supports a diversified transportation fuels market. The policy sets 
a goal for the average carbon intensity of transportation fuels, which gets more aspirational over time, 
rewarding the fuel providers with the most innovative, least carbon-intensive options. 
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A clean fuel standard supports a diversified transportation fuels market. 
The standard requires reducing the average carbon intensity of transportation 
fuels over time. Fuels with intensities higher than the standard generate 
deficits, while fuels below the standard generate credits. Credits have a market 
value that varies based on the standard and market forces. 
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GENERATING CREDITS
A Competitive Fuels Policy creates a mechanism for fuel 
competition based on carbon intensity. Carbon intensity 
is measured in grams of carbon dioxide equivalent per 

megajoule (gCO2e / MJ) and incorporates all emissions 
from the production, transportation, and use of the fuels 
throughout its lifecycle. Fuels like electricity, hydrogen, 
ethanol, propane, renewable natural gas, biodiesel, and 

sustainable aviation fuel generate credits, while less 
innovative fuels like gasoline and diesel generate deficits. 

-200 -150 -100 -50 0 50 100

Gasoline 

Diesel 

Ethanol 

Hydrogen 

RNG 

Biodiesel 

Electricity 

Propane 

Alt. Jet Fuel 

Coalition for a Michigan Clean Fuel Standard
The Coalition is comprised of organizations across many industries that are dedicated to advancing a clean 
fuel standard in Michigan. For more information, reach out to Jane McCurry at jmccurry@cleanfuelsmi.org. 

There are models across North America that Michigan follow to create its own 
version of the clean fuel standard. Oregon, California, and British Columbia all 
have clean fuel standards in place, and numerous states have active campaigns 
to implement a clean fuel standard, including Minnesota and New York.

A Clean Fuel Standard is supported in the MI Healthy Climate Plan and 
recommended by the Council on Future Mobility and Electrification. 

Carbon Intensity of Transportation Fuels 
(GRAMS CO2 PER UNIT OF ENERGY)

GRAPH IS A DEMONSTRATION BASED ON CARB'S NOVEMBER 2022 CI VALUES

Generating Credits
A Clean Fuel Standard 
reduces the use of high- 
carbon transportation fuels 
like oil and gasoline while 
providing incentives to 
deploy lower-carbon fuels 
such as electricity, hydrogen, 
ethanol, propane, renewable 
natural gas, and other 
alternative fuels. Carbon 
intensity is measured in 
grams of carbon dioxide 
equivalent per megajoule (g 
CO2e / MJ) and incorporates 
all emissions in the fuel’s 
“well-to-wheels” lifecycle, 
including production, 
conversion, and use.

Opportunity to Lead the Midwest
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COALITION STANDARD

Michigan Competitive Fuels Act

OPPORTUNITY TO LEAD  
THE MIDWEST

There are models across North America that Michigan 
can follow to create its version of the policy. Oregon, 

California, Washington, and British Columbia all have clean 
fuel standards in place, and numerous states have active 
campaigns, including Minnesota and Illinois. This policy is 

supported in the MI Healthy Climate Plan and recommended 
by the Council on Future Mobility and Electrification.
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Michigan Competitive Fuels Coalition: The Coalition comprises organizations across many industries dedicated to advancing 
a competitive fuel policy in Michigan. For more information, reach out to Jane McCurry at jmccurry@cleanfuelsmi.org. 

standard.cleanfuelsmi.org
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